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Today I want to talk about prayer.  Who can pray?  To whom do we pray? For what do we pray?  How often do we pray?  What is the purpose of prayer?  What is the role of the Disciples’ prayer?
God does not hear everyone’s prayers.  The following verses tell us that God does not hear the prayers of someone who is not one of His children.

John 9:31 “We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing, and does His will, He hears him.”

Isa 59:1 “Behold, the Lord's hand is not so short That it cannot save; Neither is His ear so dull That it cannot hear.

Isa 59:2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.”

Prov 28:9 “He who turns away his ear from listening to the law, Even his prayer is an abomination.”

The following repeat that God does not hear the prayers of sinners but He does hear the prayers of His children:

Prov 15:8 “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But the prayer of the upright is His delight.”

Prov 15:29 “The Lord is far from the wicked, But He hears the prayer of the righteous.”

God does not hear the prayers of even His children when we pray for God to not do something that He has already determined to do:

Jer 7:16 “As for you, do not pray for this people, and do not lift up cry or prayer for them, and do not intercede with Me; for I do not hear you.”

Prayer works both ways and the sinners cannot pray to God and cannot hear God:

John 8:47 “He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God.”

How often should we pray?

1Thess 5:17 “pray without ceasing;”

For what do we pray?  To His children God freely gives of their needs.  Of course the key to understanding the following verses is that God gives us according to His determination of our needs.  Our prayers will be moved toward God’s will for us as we continually abide in Him.
1John 5:14 “And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.

1John 5:15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.”

Rom 8:32 “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?”

John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.”

John 15:16 “You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.”
Matt 7:7 “Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you.

Matt 7:8 "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened.

Matt 7:9 "Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone?

Matt 7:10 "Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?

Matt 7:11 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”

Are our prayers capable of changing God’s mind?  
Why does anyone change their mind about anything?  There are two reasons:

1.) He did not have all of the information.  2.) He made a mistake initially.

Neither of these two reasons can be applied to God for God knows everything and He never makes a mistake.  So none of our prayers will ever change God’s mind.  I know that because of our language problems there seem to be a couple of occasions when God changes His mind and maybe I will talk about those later.  What can be changed by our prayers?  God can use our prayers to work within us to change us so that we see the situation from His perspective.  Once we have God’s perspective on a situation then we can pray within the will of God.  So when we pray “your will be done” we are acknowledging that we are totally dependent upon God and we know that He alone is sovereign over all situations.  When we are correctly tuned to God, we can then know that God’s promise is true:

Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

What should we do when we do not know how to pray?  God has even taken into account that we do not always know how to pray.  We can have faith that God does know everything, that we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and that He will aid us in our prayers:

Rom 8:26 “And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;

Rom 8:27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”

What a comfort!  As temples of the Holy God, we have an intercessor Who knows our needs and simultaneously knows the will of God.  So we can have faith that the Holy Spirit will pray properly for us even when we do not know how to pray in a particular situation.
To Whom do we pray?  It seems fitting to end this with the Disciples’ prayer, which also answers this question.  We pray to the Father.
Matt 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.

Matt 6:10 'Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.

Matt 6:11 'Give us this day our daily bread.

Matt 6:12 'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Matt 6:13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. [For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.]”

Why do we pray in the name of Jesus?  Using the name of Jesus is not some sort of mantra but He is our High Priest.  We pray to the Father through the Son and by the knowledge and help of the Holy Spirit. So if someone asks me to give a group prayer but tells me that I cannot pray in the name of Jesus I have to tell them that I cannot obey them for there is no other way for me to pray.  Actually rather than ending our prayer in His name we should begin the prayer in His name.
Heb 3:1 “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.”

Heb 4:14 “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.”
Praise God for all of His provisions for us.
